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Cruise Nights: 
Every TUESDAY, FROM May 5 thru September 29th, 2026, 

Teresa’s grill 19, 20 Elm Street, North reading, MA, 4:00 PM to 
7:00 PM, dining after inside Teresa’s Grille 19  

       
   Raffles, Music and other great prizes 

 
 

“CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR ALL UPCOMING EVENTS” 
 

                                             
www.northshorecorvettes.com 

 

 

http://www.northshorecorvettes.co/
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 Upcoming Events 
                                April 2026 
North Shore Corvettes of MA 
 

April 1st – E-Board Meeting 
The Executive Board will meet to review early-season 
planning, upcoming event schedules, and club business 
for the new year. E-Board members, please plan to 
attend. 
 
 
April 8th , Monthly Meeting, New Location, Prince 
Pizzeria, Route 1 South, Saugus, MA 6:30 PM 
Please join us as we begin the new year with important 
updates, upcoming events and club business 
discussions. 
 
April 12th – Bowling Night 
Kick off the month with some friendly competition! 
Join fellow members for our bowling night It’s a great 
way to shake off the winter chill and enjoy a fun 
evening together. 
 
 
April 14th – Monthly Dinner 
The Dinner will take place at Buckley’s 
Great Steaks, 438 Daniel Webster Hwy., Merrimack, NH 
at 6:30PM  
 
April 19th – Bowling Night 
Our second and last bowling night of the season offers 
another chance to gather with friends, share some 
laughs, and maybe even improve your score from 
earlier in the month. 
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President’s Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello Members, 

 

As we move into April, the excitement for the 

upcoming driving season continues to build. 

Warmer weather is on the horizon, and with 

it comes a full calendar of events, cruises, 

and opportunities to connect with fellow 

members. This is the time to get your Corvette 

ready for the road and prepare for another 

outstanding season with the club. 

 

Thank you to everyone who continues to 

support the club, attend events, and make 

North Shore Corvettes of MA such a great 

group to be part of. Whether you’ve been With 

us for years or just joined, you help make this 

club what it is. 

 

We look forward to seeing both familiar 

faces and new members at our April events 

and meetings-and very soon, out on the open 

road. 

 

               

 Please e-mail our Cruise Directors Kirk 

Therrien kirk.therrien@cwservices.com or  

 

Jim Marchese jpm7871@comcast.net with your 

suggestions.  

   

 “Save the Wave” frank puccia nScM President           
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President:  

Frank Puccia 

fsp3581@gmail.com 

781-820-3581 

 

 

Vice President: 

Alan Factor 

algf1@verizon.net 

508-243-5692 

 

 

Treasurer: 

Debbie Gaff 

jdgaff@verizon.net 

978-880-3690 

Secretary: 

 

Debi Therrien 

Debi.Therrien@comcast.net  

617-755-2456                 

 

 

 

Membership Director: 

Linda Puccia 

Linda.Puccia@gmail.com 

781-820-4185 

 

 

 

Cruise Director: 

Kirk Therrien                                   

Kirk.Therrien@cwservices.com 

978-239-9346 

 

 
 

mailto:fsp3581@gmail.com
mailto:algf1@verizon.net
mailto:jdgaff@verizon.net
mailto:Linda.Puccia@gmail.com
mailto:Kirk.Therrien@cwservices.com
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Cruise Director: 

Jim Marchese 

jpm7871@comcast.net 

978-979-0691 

 

Non-Voting E- Board Members 

John Spinelli- Interim Historian 

National Corvette Museum Ambassador 

Karen Blandini- rute66@verizon.net 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jpm7871@comcast.net
mailto:route66@verizon.net
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                                         March Recap: 

 

March provided a great opportunity for 

members to reconnect following the winter 

months. Our monthly meeting was well 

attended, and plans for 2026 season are 

coming together nicely. Thank you to everyone 

who participated in our bowling outings and 

social gatherings- your continued involvement 

is what makes our club strong. 
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        NSCM Event Club calendar:  

2026 - Mark your calendars,   

The proposed events are tentative. There may be additions or deletions as we 
progress into the Cruise season.  

 Red NSCM sponsored, Green Non-Club Sponsored  

 KARS-N-KOFFEE WILL RETURN STARTING MAY 3
rd

, 2026. An Impromptu Kars-N-
Koffee Cruise-In from 9am to Noon every Sunday from May 3rd thru October 11th, 2026 

(Weather Permitting) @ 35 Lowell Street in Wilmington, MA 01867. Paved Parking 
with a Dunkin Donuts around the corner. Watch our website 
at https://www.karsnkoffee.com or our Facebook page for weekly Pictures and Future 
Events Status throughout the season     

     

  

 NSCM’s scheduled events:  

The proposed events are tentative. There may be additions or deletions as we progress 
into the Cruise season  
 
                        April 2026 
 

 April 1st E-Board Meeting, Prince, Saugus at 6:30 PM 

 

April 5
th

 Bowling, Metro Bowl, Foster St. Peabody at 
5:00 PM 

 
April 8th, NSCM Monthly Meeting, Prince Pizzeria, Rte. 

1 Saugus, MA at 6:30 PM 

 
April 12th, Bowling, Metro Bowl, Foster St. Peabody, 

MA at 5:00 PM 
 

https://www.karsnkoffee.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2f6djjap4q9WHQmwU8WJgQGhX4q2QHi95xwvQymQF18ZzDVhJLsjO7-rs_aem_LhUkOKmgh8u526rr9ITmIw
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April 14, Monthly Dinner, Buckley’s great steaks, 

Merrimac, NH at 6:30 PM (Change from last Month 

 

 

               May 2026 
 
May 5

th
, Tuesday First Cruise Night, Teresa’s Grille 19, 

North Reading, MA from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

 

May 6
th

, E-Board Meeting, Prince, Saugus, MA at 6:30 
PM 

May 9
th

, Dust Off Cruise, Oak Street Bistro, Alfred, 
Maine, 12:OO PM. More Info to follow. 

 

May 12
th

, Cruise Night, Teresa’s Grill 19, North 

Reading, MA from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

 

May 13
th

, NSCM Monthly Meeting, Prince Pizzeria, Rte. 
1 Saugus, MA at 6:30 PM 

 
 
May 17th, Corvette Club of Western Mass All Corvette 

Show, Chicopee Moose Lodge, 244 Fuller Road, 
Chicopee 10:00 AM -2:00 PM. More details to follow 

 

May 19
th

, Cruise Night, Teresa’s Grill 19, North 

Reading, MA from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM 
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May 26
th

, Cruise Night, Teresa’s Grill 19, North 
Reading, MA from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM 
 
 

 

              June 2026 
 
June 2

nd
, Cruise Night, Teresa’s Grill 19, North 

Reading, MA from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

 

June 3
rd

, E-Board Meeting, Prince, Saugus, MA at 6:30 
PM 

 
June 12-13, NSCM Weekend Back to the Beach,Old 
Orchard Beach, ME. More Details to follow 

 

June 9
th

, Cruise Night, Teresa’s Grill 19, North 

Reading, MA from 4:00 PM to 7:00  
 

June 10
th

, NSCM Monthly Meeting, Prince Pizzaria, 
Route 1, Saugus, MA at 6:00 PM 

 

June 7
th

, Date Change Luncheon Cruise to The Farm 
Bar and Grille, 233 Western Ave., Essex, MA 11:30 PM 

 

June 16
th

, Cruise Night, Teresa’s Grill 19, North 
Reading, MA from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM 
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June 23
rd

, Cruise Night, Teresa’s Grill 19, North 
Reading, MA from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

 

June 28
th

, Luncheon cruise to the Boat House Grill, 
Essex, MA at 12:00 PM 

 

June 30
th

, Cruise Night, Teresa’s Grill 19, North 
Reading, MA from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

 

                July 2026 
 
July 1st, E-Board Mtg. Prince Pizza, Saugus, MA at 

6:30 PM 

 

July 7
th

, Cruise Night, Teresa’s Grill 19, North 
Reading, MA from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

 

July 8
th

, NSCM Monthly Meeting, Prince Pizzeria, Rte. 
1 Saugus, MA at 6:30 PM 

 

 

July 14
th

, Cruise Night, Teresa’s Grill 19, North 
Reading, MA from 4:00 PM to 7:00 

 

July 15
th

, Hot Dog Social, Point of Pines Yacht Club, 

28 Rice Ave., Revere, MA at 5:30 PM. More details to 
follow 
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July 19
th

, Fuzzy Dice, Memorial Field, Pembroke, NH, 
08:30 AM. More details to follow 
 

July 21
st
, Cruise Night, Teresa’s Grill 19, North 

Reading, MA from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

 

July 26
th

, Joint Car Show with EMCC, Teresa’s Grill 19, 
North Reading, MA from 12:00 PM to 3:00 PM. 

 

July 28
th

, Cruise Night, Teresa’s Grill 19, North 
Reading, MA from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. 

 

              August 2026 
 

August 2
nd

, Breakfast Buffet at the Old Salt, Hampton, 
NH at 11:00 AM. More details to follow. 

 

August 4
th

, Cruise Night, Teresa’s Grill 19, North 
Reading, MA from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

 

August 5
th

, E-Board Meeting, Prince Pizza, at 6:30 PM. 

 

August 11
th

, Cruise Night, Teresa’s Grill 19, North 
Reading, MA from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

 



13 
 

 

August 12
th

, NSCM Monthly Meeting, Prince Pizzeria, 
Rte. 1 Saugus, MA at 6:30 PM 

 

August 15
th

, Tiki Cruise, Rowes Wharf, Boston, MA. 
More details to follow. 

 

August 18
th

, Cruise Night, Teresa’s Grill 19, North 
Reading, MA from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. 

 

August 23
rd

, NSCM Charity Event, Prince/Giggles, 

Saugus, MA. More details to follow. 

 

August 25
th

, Cruise Night, Teresa’s Grill 19, North 
Reading, MA from 4:00 PM to 7:00 

 

            
 
 
            September 2026 
 
September 1

st
, Cruise Night, Teresa’s Grill 19, North 

Reading, MA from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

 

September 2
nd

, E- Board Meeting, Prince Pizza, 
Saugus, MA 6:30 PM 
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September 6
th

, Luncheon Cruise to Hobb’s Harborside, 
Wells, ME 12:00 PM. More details to follow. 

 

September 8
th

, Cruise Night, Teresa’s Grill 19, North 
Reading, MA from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

 

September 9
th

, NSCM Monthly Meeting, Prince 
Pizzeria, Rte. 1 Saugus, MA at 6:30 PM 

 

 

September 14
th

, Lunch Cruise to Tuckaway Tavern, 
BOGO Lobster Rolls, 10:30 AM. ore details to follow.  

 

September 15
th

, Cruise Night, Teresa’s Grill 19, North 

Reading, MA from 4:00 PM to 7:00 

 

September 22
nd

, Cruise Night, Teresa’s Grill 19, North 
Reading, MA from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. 

 

September 23
rd

, Great Gatsby/ Las Vegas Night, Point 
of Pines Yacht Club, 28 Rice Ave., Revere, MA from 
6:00 PM to 10:00 PM. More details to follow. 

 

September 29
th

, Cruise Night, Teresa’s Grill 19, North 
Reading, MA from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. 

 

                      October 2026 
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October 4
th

, Bowling Metro Bowl, Foster St. Peabody, 
5:00 PM 

 

October 7
th

, E-Board Meeting, Prince Pizza, Saugus, 
MA at 6:30 PM. 

 

October 11
th

, Bowling, Metro Bowl, Foster Street, 
Peabody, MA at 5:00 PM 

 

October 14
th

 NSCM Monthly Meeting, Prince Pizzeria, 
Rte. 1 Saugus, MA at 6:30 PM 

 

 

October 16
th

 -18
th

, Fall Foliage Weekend, Fireside Inn 

& Suites, more details to follow. 

 

October 21
st
, NSCM Annual Halloween Costume Party, 

Point of Pines Yacht Club, 28 Rice Ave., Revere, MA 

6:00 PM -10:00 PM. More details to follow. 

 
           November 2026 
 

November 4
th

, E- Board Meeting, Prince Pizza, 

Saugus, MA at 6:30 PM 
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November 8
th

, Bowling, Metro Bowl, Foster St., 
Peabody, MA at 5:00 PM 

 

November 11
th

, Annual Veterans Lunch at Applebee’s, 
Saugus, MA 12:00 PM. More details to follow. 

 

November 11
th

, NSCM Monthly Meeting, Prince 
Pizzeria, Rte. 1 Saugus, MA at 6:30 PM 

(Toys for Tots Collection night) details to follow. 

 

November 22
nd

, Bowling, Metro Bowl, Foster St., 
Peabody, MA at 5:00 PM 
 
 

 

           December 2026 

 
 

December 2nd, E-Board Meeting, Prince Pizza, 
Saugus, MA 6:30 PM 
 

December 5
th

 Annul NSCM Christmas Party, Teresa’s 

Prime, Crystal Room, North Reading, MA. 6:00 PM to 
10:00 PM. More details to follow. 

 

December 6
th

, Bowling, Metro Bowl, Foster St., 
Peabody, MA at 5:00 PM 
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December 9
th

, NSCM Monthly Meeting, Prince Pizzeria, 
Rte. 1 Saugus, MA at 6:30 PM 

 

December 12
th

, Strawberry Banke Christmas 
Candlelight Stroll, Portsmouth, NH. More details to 
follow. 

 

December 20
th

, Bowling, Metro Bowl, Foster St., 
Peabody, MA at 5:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    
 
 
 
                    
 
 
 



18 
 

 

                    Join us in celebrating April Birthday’s  
 

             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lorraine Musto             April 3rd 

Michelle Ricci                April 4th 
  Ron Tate                        April 20th 
 Deb Therrien               April 22nd 
 Tom Ricci       April 23rd 
Joe DiPietro                 April 25th 
John Donnell               April 26th 

 
If you do not see your birthday on the list and wish to be included, please 
send your date of birth (month and day) to Paula Carroll 
p.carroll33@comcast.net  
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                Membership Application 
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👥  Member Spotlight                     

 By: Linda Puccia 

    

          Total Membership 

                                       200 
 

Michael Vecchione, 2017 Coupe, Watkins Glen Gray Metallic 

 

Rick & Michelle D’Amato, 1991 Convertible, White 

 

Jim Celentano, 2015 Convertible, Shark Black 

 

Joey Clowers, 2026 Convertible, White 
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Corvette Comedy 
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        April 2026 – National Corvette Museum Report 
        submitted by Karen Blandini   

 

A Piece of History 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A New Chapter Begins: First 2026 Corvette ZR1X Delivered at the 

National Corvette Museum 

 
A new era of Corvette has officially arrived on Corvette Boulevard.  On March 16th the first 2026 

Corvette ZR1X was delivered through the National Corvette Museum’s R8C Delivery Program, 

marking a milestone moment for America’s Sports Car and for the evolution of high-performance 

engineering. 

 

The ZR1X represents a defining step forward in the Corvette legacy. Built on a hybrid 

architecture that combines a 5.5L twin-turbo LT7 V8 with an electric motor, it produces an 

astonishing 1,250 horsepower delivered through an advanced all-wheel-drive system. The result 

is capability that places Corvette firmly in hypercar territory, with acceleration to 60 mph in 

under 2 seconds, a top speed exceeding 230 mph, and quarter-mile times in the 8-second range. 

 

Every element of the ZR1X is engineered with purpose. Extensive carbon fiber integration 

enhances strength while reducing weight, and the largest braking system ever fitted to a Corvette 

ensures confidence at every speed. This is a machine designed not only to push boundaries, but to 

redefine them. 

 

Finished in Blade Silver Metallic, this ZR1X made its arrival in the place where Corvette’s story 

is preserved and celebrated every day. From its first moments on Corvette Boulevard, it became 
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part of a larger legacy that spans more than seven decades of innovation, design, and 

performance. 
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The R8C Delivery Program continues to offer Corvette owners a unique opportunity to begin 

their journey at the Museum, where Adrenaline Meets Tradition®. Each delivery connects the 

excitement of taking ownership with the history that defines America’s Sports Car. 

 

The future of Corvette is here, and it has arrived at the National Corvette Museum. Learn more 

about the R8C Delivery Program at: 

www.corvettemuseum.org/r8c-delivery 

 

 

An Experimental Masterpiece 

1979 Engineering Development Corvette  

 
General Motors built this Corvette with an experimental chassis and specialized parts to test 

upcoming changes to new Corvettes. The National Corvette Museum's Vehicle Preservation and 

Maintenance team reassembled this Corvette as part of a multi-year preservation project, and it is 

now on display as part of Driven to Preserve. 
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Collections Facility  

 
The new Collections Facility is well underway. Steel and concrete are quickly turning into the 

next major addition to the National Corvette Museum campus. Work is well underway on the 

new 66,000-square-foot Collections Facility, with the foundation complete, wall systems now 

being erected, and roof installation in progress. 

 

The project remains on schedule for planned completion in the fall of 2026, and public tours are 

slated to begin in spring 2027.  

 

Every Car Has a Story. This Building Protects It. 

 

The Collection continues to grow in size and historical significance. With it comes a continued 

responsibility to preserve these vehicles with the care and respect they deserve. Support this new 

Collections Facility and protect legendary Corvettes like: 
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1987 Callaway Twin Turbo (RPO B2K #1) 

 

This is where Corvette history and high-performance engineering meet. As the first Corvette to 

feature Callaway’s official twin-turbo RPO package, it pushed horsepower from 240 to 382 and 

launched a historic partnership with General Motors. 

 

1953 Cutaway Corvette (Serial #003) 

 

Fully functional and built from one of the first Corvettes ever made, this unique cutaway model 

uses the original chassis from Corvette #003. Donated by Ed and Teresa Foss, this Corvette 

supports our educational mission while honoring a lifelong Corvette enthusiast. 

 

1974 Corvette Stingray Coupe 

 

Classic White with timeless lines and under 15,000 miles, this recent donation was given in 

memory of Rich Wing. Its preservation represents the power of family and community stories. As 

we build more space to care for vehicles like this, we also create space for the memories they 

hold. 

 

These Corvettes, along with others in the collection, will soon be housed in the new Collections 

facility. 

 

 

 

 

 

Corvette Oral Histories 

 

 
*This needs repeating: 

 

The National Corvette Museum preserves the rich history of America’s Sports Car through the 

Corvette Oral Histories series. This collection features firsthand accounts from the designers, 

engineers, racers, and historians who helped shape Corvette’s legacy. 

 

From groundbreaking innovations to unforgettable moments in Corvette Racing, these exclusive 

interviews offer a behind-the-scenes look at the evolution, preservation, and performance of 

Corvette. 
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Explore the stories that define Corvette history—told by the people who lived it. 

Its just an easy ‘click’ away on the NCM website. 

 

 

 

1965 Corvette Convertible Sweepstakes 

 
Entry Deadline: April 26, 2026 at 2:00 PM CT 

Drawing Date: May 7, 2026 at 2:00 PM CT 

 

 
Enter the National Corvette Museum Corvette Sweepstakes for your chance to bring home this 

immaculate Rally Red 1965 Corvette Convertible. Featuring a 327-cubic-inch V8 rated at 300 

horsepower and paired with an automatic transmission, this Sting Ray is red and ready for a new 

owner. Factory equipment includes air conditioning, power windows, and power brakes with an 

upgraded dual-reservoir master cylinder.  

 

A previous frame-off restoration showcases correct details such as ignition shielding, a dual-

snorkel air cleaner, a Harrison radiator, and an expansion tank. The stainless steel, chrome, and 

paint reflect meticulous attention to detail. The winner will receive Museum Delivery on Corvette 

Boulevard, Museum membership, and more. Enter for your chance to own a standout example of 

Corvette history. 
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Vehicle Overview 

 

¶ VIN: 194675S114280 

¶ Odometer shows 56,680; true mileage unknown 

¶ Previous frame-off restoration 

¶ Factory-correct components, including ignition shielding, dual-snorkel air cleaner, Harrison 

radiator, expansion tank, dash pads, and door panels 

 

Take delivery on the iconic Corvette Boulevard as part of the Museum Delivery Experience, 

which includes Museum membership and a VIP tour. 

 

Donations toward sweepstakes entries do not count toward an individual’s annual or cumulative 

National Corvette Museum giving totals 

 
How to Enter 

 

On the NCM website, under ‘Win a Corvette’, ‘1965 Sweepstakes’. Choose your donation level 

by selecting the entry package that best fits your budget. Complete the secure checkout and 

receive an email confirmation with your entry numbers. The winner will pick up the 1965 

Corvette directly from the floor of the National Corvette Museum during their Museum Delivery 

Experience. 

 

 
*Note:  This is a Sweepstakes which is different from the Raffles.  Explaination is available 

under the ‘Win a Corvette’ drop down menu on the NCM website. 

 

 

 

RAFFLES, RAFFLES, RAFFLES 
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2026 Arctic White Corvette Coupe  

Price: $100.00 Tickets: 2000   
Drawing: April 16, 2026 2:00 PM Central Time 

 
 
 

 
2026 Black Corvette Z06 Coupe  

Price: $300.00 Tickets: 1500   
Drawing: April 24, 2026 2:00 PM Central Time 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2026 Torch Red Corvette Coupe  
Price: $20.00 Unlimited Raffle 
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Drawing: April 25, 2026 2:00 PM Central Time 
 
 
 

To purchase any of these raffle tickets, you must go to the NCM website, download the raffle 
ticket form, and mail it.  The museum will confirm your purchase. 
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                   📸  Photo Corner 

 
                        Dinner at Giacomoȭs after the 60ȭs and 70ȭs show 

 

      

      

      

      

      

      

  

 

 

 

 

 

                 Monthly Dinner at K-Pub in Saugus for Fun and Trivia 
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Monthly Dinner at K-Pub Saugus for fun and Trivia 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  Chocolate festival attendees having some chocolate martinis 
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              Taking a break during our chocolate tour at the hotel Indigo 
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Looking down the hill, getting ready to Sno Tube at Mount Cranmore 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

          Sno Tubing on Mount Cranmore during the Chocolate Festival 
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         Sno Tubing on Mount Cranmore during the Chocolate Festival 

 

           

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
                                 Lunch at the Fed Fox Bar and Grill 
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Tech Tip of the Month 

 
 

Getting the most out of your Android Auto and/or Apple CarPlay If your car doesn't have an infotainment system, 

or if you don't want to be bothered with Android Auto or Apple CarPlay, don't bother reading any further, this 

article isn't for you. BUT, if you are interested in either of these Apps, stick around... This may be of interest.  

 

First, what are these Apps? Well, look for these icons:  

                    

 

                          

                                                              
 

 

 

You even might have seen these icons on your infotainment system, but weren't aware just how useful they can 

be. Android Apple CarPlay are what they call in the trades, "smart driving companions". They are simple and 

easy ways to use most of the convenient Apps on your phone but have them pop up to use through your car's 

infotainment system. They can route you to your next destination using your favorite mapping program You can 

listen to your favorite music service, such as Pandora, Spotify or Podcasts. And... if you're really daring, you can 

use their Voice Activated Controls. For something VERY useful, for example, you can say "ОК Google, find me 

the nearest ice cream parlor!" or you can literally tell your car, verbally, to call someone in your contact list 

without taking your eyes off the road. 

  

How can I connect my cell phone to either of these Apps?  

 

To link your cell phone to your car, just connect the phone to your car's USB port with the appropriate cable. It's 

usually the same USB port and cable that you use to charge your phone. Once you've made the physical 

connection, find the correct App for your phone on the infotainment system. If you haven't figured it out yet... 

Apple CarPlay is only for iPhone users and (you got it) Android Auto is only for Android users. Then, just tap the 

selected App's icon and follow the on-screen instructions. It's that easy!  
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So what happens when you unplug your phone and/or you leave the vehicle?  

 

Well then, you will be disconnected from the App you were just connected to and you'll have to reconnect when 

you return to the vehicle. But, if you've followed along with me so far and/or have found this article of any 

interest, hang with me just a little longer. What comes next is VERY cool and VERY convenient. There in your 

vehicle, to automatically detect your moment you get into your start it. Now you might ask, "So why's that such a 

big deal? allows you to keep your phone in your pocket or purse or backpack and avoid plugging it in every time 

you get back in your car. Plus, you never have to worry that you've left your cell phone in the car, plugged in, 

only to find that you're miles away from it. Here's a link to a popular device, but there are many others to choose 

from:  

 

(CPC200-U2W Plus) Link to Carlinkit Wireless Apple CarPlay/Android Auto Adapter Store 
 

 
 

 And if youôve read this far, hang in there just a little longeré Check this out from a company called 
ProClip USA: Itôs a cell phone holder for when you do take it out of your pocket. They also sell adapters that 
can charge your phone wirelessly. Yes, itôs a tad ñover the topò and, Yes, itôs not really necessary, but they 
are very convenient products and pretty cool, none the less. 
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                               Corvette News 
            

How GM is shaping the future of car 
design, one Corvette at a time 
 

Concept cars were once eye candy for car collectors. Today, they’re existential lifelines for an auto 

industry that’s in upheaval. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m standing in a showroom at the new General Motors design headquarters outside of Detroit resisting the urge 

to reach out and touch something. In front of me, there’s a Corvette CX, a one-of-one experimental sports car that 

the automaker has meticulously handcrafted to look both silky smooth and fast as hell. As I crouch down to see 

just how low this low-riding car would drive, the roof of the Corvette CX lifts up in front of me and opens like 

the cockpit of a multimillion-dollar fighter jet.  

The robotic precision of the sculpted body opening up is pure spectacle atop the shock-and-awe of the car itself. 

GM designed this all-electric “hypercar” to be action-movie-ready. It’s capable of running on regular roads and 

high-speed racetracks, with 2,000 horsepower coming from individual motors for all four wheels. The skeleton 

chassis and interior structure are made of ultralight carbon fiber. Wind-turbine-like fans draw air through the 

open-channel bodywork. And just when a tight curve might jar the nerves of the whitest-knuckled of drivers, an 

adjustable rear spoiler optimizes aerodynamics in real time.  

https://www.fastcompany.com/91516047/how-gm-is-shaping-the-future-of-car-design-one-corvette-at-a-time
https://www.fastcompany.com/91516047/how-gm-is-shaping-the-future-of-car-design-one-corvette-at-a-time
https://www.fastcompany.com/91516047/how-gm-is-shaping-the-future-of-car-design-one-corvette-at-a-time
https://www.fastcompany.com/91516047/how-gm-is-shaping-the-future-of-car-design-one-corvette-at-a-time
https://www.chevrolet.com/performance/corvette-concepts
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The Corvette CX is an ostentatious tour-de-force of advanced engineering, design, and 
manufacturing that took a team of hundreds three years and undisclosed millions of GM’s 
nearly $70 billion market capitalization to create. So it’s a strange feeling, standing next to 
this singular vehicle, to be one of only a relatively small number of people who will ever 
actually see it up close. 

 

This is the curious condition of the modern concept car. Long past the prime of in-person auto 

shows where members of the car-buying public would gawk at futuristic prototypes, the 

concept car of today sits physically in near isolation, more an image for social media than a 

social experience. Concept cars are both more and less visible now, and their long-established 

brand-building purpose is in question. But as visions of the future, they are increasingly 

important crystal balls. During my recent visit to GM’s main design facilities, it was clear that 

concept cars like the CX are more than just sneak previews for thirsty car collectors. With 

growing competition from emergent automakers in China, the on-again-off-again embrace 

of electric vehicles in the U.S., and a long tail of industry-wide uncertainty connected to the 

Trump administration’s tariffs, the automotive industry is in one of its most dynamic periods 

in recent memory. 

https://www.fastcompany.com/section/evs
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Concept cars like the CX offer car designers a concrete aspiration for what they and the 

company want the future of cars to look like. “If you don’t create the beacon,” says Bryan 

Nesbitt, GM’s new senior vice president of global design, “you just spin and spin and spin.”   

A VISION OF THE FUTURE 

These conditions explain why, depending on how you count, GM released three or four versions 

of a concept Corvette in 2025 alone. 

Under the watch of Michael Simcoe, the recently retired GM design chief, the company 

embarked on a multi-studio design effort to create new visions for the venerable Corvette sports 

car brand, which first launched in 1953. Simcoe called on three separate GM design studios 

around the globe to reinvent the Corvette for the age of waning internal combustion engines, 

increasing electric power, and not-so-distant autonomous driving. 

The first to be made public came from a recently opened studio outside Birmingham, 

England, which revealed an all-electric version of the famed muscle car with a sharp 

Batmobile nose, a smooth Shinkansen windscreen, and bulbous fenders. Another version was 

developed at GM’s Advanced Design studios in Pasadena, California, with a more snakelike 

appearance and street-racing vibe.  

The jet-age concept I saw up close at GM’s suburban Detroit campus, named the CX, was 

also adapted into a frighteningly powerful hybrid electric twin-turbo V8 race car. Painted with 

a bright yellow racing livery and equipped with a specialized steering wheel ready for 

extreme, possibly unwise speeds, it’s co-branded with the video game Gran Turismo.  

 

These four concepts, while not wildly different from one another, suggest a range of 

possible new directions for one of GM’s most valuable brands, covering everything from the 

exterior contours to the materials in the chassis to the audible rumble a muscle car should 

make when it doesn’t even have an internal combustion engine. 

For GM, Corvette concepts have become rare and strategic milestones in a business that 

primarily revolves around the incremental improvements of the model-

year marketing approach. Previous Corvette concepts came out in 2009, 2002, and 1992, and  

 

 

https://www.fastcompany.com/91314798/gm-corvette-ev-concept-car
https://news.gm.com/home.detail.html/Pages/news/us/en/2025/jul/0724-corvette-concept.html
https://news.gm.com/home.detail.html/Pages/news/us/en/2025/aug/0815-Corvette-CX-CX-R-Vision-Gran-Turismo-concepts-future-Corvette-design.html
https://www.gran-turismo.com/us/vgt/corvette/
https://www.fastcompany.com/section/marketing
https://www.gm.com/heritage/collection/chevrolet/2009-chevrolet-corvette-stingray
https://www.supercars.net/blog/2002-chevrolet-corvette-white-shark-concept/
https://www.gm.com/heritage/collection/chevrolet/1992-chevrolet-corvette-stingray
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each went on to influence one of the eight generations of production Corvettes sold to the 

general public, as well as car design writ large. The 1992 concept included an early example 
of a rearview camera, now essentially a standard feature in new cars. The 2002 concept had 
a carbon fiber engine bay, testing lighter structural materials to boost performance. The 
2009 concept’s design leaned flashy, with scissor doors and a cockpit-like interior, but did 
arguably more as a brand-building tool when the car was featured as one of the main 

characters in the 2009 movie Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen. Each concept is a one-off 
drivable piece of confidentially expensive R&D. The four Corvette concepts released in 2025 
are no different. Standing next to the CX in the executive showroom at GM’s Design West 
building, Phil Zak, executive design director for the Chevrolet brand, assures me the car is 
wholly a conceptual project. GM did have a period in the late 1980s and early ’90s when the 
production vehicles that went to market looked almost indistinguishable from the cars the 
company had put out as concepts a few years prior.  

https://www.motorauthority.com/news/1032139_video-gm-shows-off-autobot-lineup-from-transformers-2
https://www.motorauthority.com/news/1032139_video-gm-shows-off-autobot-lineup-from-transformers-2
https://www.corvsport.com/corvette-models/corvette-concept-cars/
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The concept project is also a chance to test out those future models of Corvettes, likely several 

years’ worth, before green-lighting their production. Simcoe says investing in the concepts gives 

GM something tangible to put before potential buyers as a way to gauge their interest in what 

could soon be on display in a dealership showroom. 

“There is still a buzz that you get from being up close and personal with a really cool design,” 

Simcoe told me before his retirement last July. “Our object is to create that visceral reaction with 

customers—with people who are in the presence of these physical things, because that’s what we 

sell.” 

 

But Zak says the CX is by no means a preview of C9, the ninth-generation Corvette that 

is rumored to debut with its first model in 2029. Undoubtedly there’s a connection, 

though; the CX and the three other new Corvette concepts will influence “the formal 

development from an interior and exterior perspective,” Zak says. “It is the spiritual 

guide for where we’re going with C9.” 
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The future-looking design work happening here has ramifications not only for how many 

people will want to buy a given car, but also for how it gets manufactured, with what 

materials, through what means, and for what potential end-user experience. These advanced 

designs and concept cars help inform a diverse range of third-party suppliers and 

manufacturers involved in making the raw bones of a vehicle, the technology that powers it, 

and the surfaces and interfaces its drivers touch. 
A SPACE FOR CREATION  

Sliding through a basement door inside the bowels of GM’s half-million-square-foot design 

complex, Nesbitt leads me into what may be the most pristine auto mechanic shop in the Motor 

City. Inside are four equally pristine vehicles that just happen to be some of the company’s most 

famous concept cars. 

One, the single-seat Chevrolet Engineering Research Vehicle of 1959, or CERV I, looks like a 

rocket from an early sci-fi movie; its horsepower influenced a generation of race cars. Next to it 

is the 1988 Pontiac Banshee concept, a devil-red arrow of a sports car with an early head-up 

digital display and navigation system. Down the line is the shining silver 1959 Stingray Racer, a 

sleek, highly contoured open-air race car that would evolve into the second generation of 

Corvettes that started selling in 1962.  

Among these flashy and audacious cars is what might appear to a layperson as little more than a 

mid-to-high-end convertible from the 1940s, with chrome accents, bulging wheel fenders, and a 

tail that curves gently downward. It’s the kind of car that would be parked at Makeout Point in an 

old black-and-white movie. But despite an appearance that seems ordinary in retrospect, this car 

was revolutionary for its time. 

https://www.corvetteforum.com/articles/cerv-i-the-first-mid-engine-corvette/
https://carbuzz.com/pontiac-banshee-concepts-never-produced/
https://www.caranddriver.com/features/a22718143/chevrolet-corvette-stingray-concept-history/
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The car is the 1938 Buick Y-Job, the first concept car ever created by the auto industry. It was 

a project of GM’s first head of design, Harley Earl, a towering figure who is credited with 
bringing car styling and design to the automotive industry in the late 1920s. “Before that 
they were really just construction operations,” Nesbitt says. 
Earl used the Y-Job as a real-world testing ground for integrating new design approaches and emerging 

technologies into an everyday car. Among the Y-Job’s innovative ideas were hidden headlights, electric windows, 

and flush door handles, as well as its forward-leaning profile. It was an anomaly compared to the other boxy and 

bulky cars on the road in 1938, but by the mid-1940s it had set a new standard in aerodynamic forms and 

expressive detailing. 

Unlike the concept cars to come, the Y-Job was not really a marketing tool. Aside from being an 

internal prototype, it was also a company car. Earl used it for daily driving, commuting from his 

home in tony Grosse Pointe to GM’s headquarters in Detroit, drawing curious looks along the 

way. The odometer reads 25,890 miles, making it more akin to a used car than a showpiece. “Earl 

was gauging reaction, but he was doing it in a very organic way,” says Christo Datini, manager of 

GM’s archive and special collections. 

In Earl’s day, building out a concept vehicle was a scramble. The Y-Job was built on the chassis 

of a 1937 Buick, with bespoke parts and one-of-one components made by workaday tool shops 

and machinists temporarily diverted from the relentless demands of the assembly line. Today, 

https://www.gm.com/heritage/collection/buick/1938-buick-y-job-concept
https://automotivehalloffame.org/honoree/harley-j-earl-2/
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GM and some of its biggest competitors have dedicated spaces where conceptual designs can be 

transformed from drawings to scale models and full-size vehicles all within one facility. 

Leaving the Y-Job behind, Nesbitt walks out of the mechanic’s shop and across a corridor to 

badge through another secured door. We enter a bright, buzzing workshop where more next-gen 

concept cars are being built by hand. The shiny metal innards of car parts sit on rolling carts amid 

a team of six mechanics crowded around the skeleton of a concept car up on jacks.  

They’re manually connecting hand-built door components onto the car, a four-seat Cadillac 

concept named Elevated Velocity. It’s been specially designed to switch between autonomous 

driving and human control, with a deployable steering wheel that pops out only when requested. 

Nearly every part of the car, from its thin contoured seats to its bold gullwing doors, was 

fabricated in-house. “The only thing we outsourced was the tires,” Nesbitt says. 

Part of this is for secrecy’s sake. Concept cars are obvious targets for corporate espionage, with 

competitors sometimes nefariously eager to know what’s being developed by the other team. But 

Nesbitt says doing all this work in-house is its own form of knowledge building, with designers, 

engineers, and fabrication specialists working together to understand how to turn an idea into 

reality, and whether new processes or tools need to be created to make a door system or roof 

canopy feasible to manufacture. “It’s the flexibility of having this all in one place that gives us 

operational efficiency,” Nesbitt says. “When you outsource, you don’t get any of that value.” 

The idea makes intuitive sense, and it’s one that other automakers are onto. Ford’s new 

headquarters building, in another Detroit suburb, also brings design and fabrication under one 

roof, with designers able to bring a full-size clay model from a fabrication shop up an elevator 

and into their design studio to check lines or rethink proportions. 

 

 

https://www.cadillac.com/concept-vehicles/exhilaration?srsltid=AfmBOooHkMawjSQvHaq-gO0S-QD30X3zmjgaWXw-42ROhJOchlCqg5zs#elevatedvelocity
https://www.fastcompany.com/91441511/ford-gets-a-huge-new-headquarters-for-an-ambitious-new-era
https://www.fastcompany.com/91441511/ford-gets-a-huge-new-headquarters-for-an-ambitious-new-era
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                      GM’s design facility, including the new 360,000-square-foot Design West complex 

that opened in 2024, is configured for open collaboration across departments: Designers and 

engineers sit within close view of production cars getting their final touches and more 

experimental designs still coalescing. 

“You’ve got a whole bunch of people who are inside of the future,” says Simcoe. “They’re 

working with the future vision in their minds or in their sight as they’re doing production vehicles 

and coming up with production solutions.” 

This is where the designers behind the Corvette CX concept developed the car’s look, feel, and 

material choices. Working alongside other specialists from across the company, they found they 

could reliably use carbon fiber for elements of the car’s structure and suspension. It’s also where 

they carved out several scaled-down potential designs in clay models, gleaning lessons and 

gathering feedback along the way.  

It’s a process that helped quickly narrow down what could be built with existing means, what 

couldn’t, and how GM could start to influence its suppliers to create the kinds of parts and 

components it expects to need years down the line. Blurring high-end design, advanced 

engineering, and futuristic manufacturing, the conceptual work happening here has ramifications 

beyond GM to the larger auto industry. 

          

https://www.fastcompany.com/91073623/general-motors-new-design-center-is-a-huge-expansion-of-its-car-design-capabilities
https://www.fastcompany.com/91073623/general-motors-new-design-center-is-a-huge-expansion-of-its-car-design-capabilities
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OLD GUARD VS. NEW GUARD  

On the floor of the Detroit Auto Show in January, the Corvette CX concept sat parked on a small, 

spare stage, cordoned off from anyone trying to get a touch, its signature lift-up cockpit sadly 

closed. Amid the audible and visual noise of the show—dozens of automakers displaying further 

dozens of cars, four screeching test tracks, and a hodgepodge of the obscure component suppliers 

who build many of the bones and brains of modern cars—the CX could be easy to miss. 

In the not too distant past, a concept like this would have been given star treatment, with a 

sparkling reveal on a grand stage, making it a central draw for visitors. Now the concept car in 

general is a sideshow, offering some visitors a quick photo opportunity and others a momentary 

double-take before they move on to see the real cars they might actually want to buy. That seems 

to be the true purpose of the car show today—giving consumers the equivalent of a suburban auto 

mall concentrated into the space of a convention center. 

“Concept cars were once part of a big collective celebration that was predictable and toured 

around the world. That seems to be on the decline,” says Raphael Zammit, an associate professor 

of automotive design at the College for Creative Studies in Detroit, who previously worked on 

concept and production cars for Porsche, Hyundai, GM, and others. “They’re just too expensive 

these days. I think the return on investment becomes a question mark.” 

The question of relevance was on Simcoe’s mind when he was developing the idea for the multi-

concept Corvette project. After 42 years with GM, he’d seen the concept car evolve, and watched 

in recent years as conventional avenues for releasing new concepts and ideas began to 

disintegrate.  

“The buzz was directly from traditional media, and people carrying the message through word of 

mouth. Now it’s instantaneous,” he says. Social media and digital coverage have come to the 

forefront, making the actual tangible concept car almost superfluous. “Unfortunately, it doesn’t 

allow as many people to have that physical interaction with the concept. But probably, in the end, 

more people see it.” 

GM has experimented with gathering feedback on concepts before a physical model has even 

been considered. Recently, the Buick brand developed a purely digital concept called the Electra 

Orbit, publishing the images primarily in China, the market GM was targeting. “It got a lot of 

international attention,” Nesbitt says. 

And that’s increasingly important, as competition in the auto industry is much more diverse than 

in the heyday of Detroit’s big automakers. Chinese carmakers are surging, with brands 

like BYD and Geely using state support to expand rapidly and carve their way into foreign 

markets. Big investments in technology and manufacturing, especially on the EV front, are 

helping some of these companies leapfrog more established auto manufacturers. 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DM8DqqOMIqg/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DM8DqqOMIqg/?hl=en
https://www.fastcompany.com/91322643/how-byd-great-wall-other-key-chinese-ev-makers-reshaping-global-auto-industry
https://www.fastcompany.com/section/byd
https://global.geely.com/
https://www.caranddriver.com/features/a69123018/the-rise-of-chinese-automakers/
https://www.fastcompany.com/91503415/byd-ev-battery-competes-with-gas-engines
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That puts the onus on the old guard to stay fresh. Part of GM’s approach has been to build on the 

strength of its history, playing up fan-favorite brands like Cadillac and Buick, and tentpole 

models like the Corvette. As a result, the concept car is taking on a new level of importance for 

the company. “It’s evolving more than it ever has,” Nesbitt says. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE CASE FOR PHYSICAL MODELS  

While the world simultaneously embraces the visual prowess of artificial intelligence and wades 

through a downpour of AI slop, the view from the clay-spattered floor of GM’s design facility is 

that the case for physically building a concept car is still strong. The Corvette concepts of 2025 

may prove to be a flag in the ground for pushing new ideas and getting physical. 

For Nesbitt, who started out in the automotive industry in the early 1990s hand drawing designs 

with ballpoint pens on paper snagged from the office Xerox machine, the physical concept car 

remains a powerful creative tool. Walking down one of the impressively long hallways in GM’s 

new design building, he stops at a car that’s on display.  

https://www.fastcompany.com/section/artificial-intelligence
https://www.fastcompany.com/91436321/artificial-intelligence-slop-contamination-social-media
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It’s a four-seat Cadillac concept from 2024, finished in an unexpected pastel yellow. The interior 

is accented with wood—another unexpected choice in an industry deeply in love with chrome 

(Nesbitt says the unusual interior reshaped the car as it was being built). In a late version of the 

concept’s design, the designers wanted to offer the rest of their collaborators and the company 

executives a better view of the unique interior and its potential to reconfigure future cars, so they 

cut the roof off. Beyond the interiors, everyone was taken by the now-topless exterior form. “So 

it’s a convertible now,” Nesbitt says. 

These kinds of design changes aren’t impossible to make in the purely digital space, but Nesbitt 

says there’s undeniable value in being able to take a visual idea and make it physical. Granted, 

most of the conceptual design work done by GM going forward will never leave the confines of a 

computer screen. But that’s just a testament to the growing powers of digital design technologies 

that allow much of the refinement to happen on-screen, from aerodynamics to regulatory 

compliance. 

“The tempo of technology integration is increasing. AI compute power is rising,” Nesbitt says. 

But advances in technology won’t be enough to guide a company like GM through the current era 

of drastic change facing the automotive industry. Concept cars—testing grounds from the 

beginning—will continue to offer tangible guides for how the industry evolves, from design and 

engineering to manufacturing and marketing. 

Nesbitt is just the eighth person to hold the reins of design for GM in its 118-year history, and he 

doesn’t want to be the last. Concept design, with its changing tools and roles, will continue to be 

part of determining the future of GM’s products, he says. They’re visions for cars, yes, but he 

argues they’re also visions for where the entire company, and maybe the entire industry, will go 

from here. He concludes, simply, “You’ve got to identify the what before you identify the how.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



50 
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Proud sponsor of NSCM . Whether you’re looking for a new 
Corvette or certified service, MacMulkin Chevrolet supports our 
members with exclusive club disc 

https://www.macmulkin.net/
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